Video transcript
Hello and welcome.
The cross-curriculum priorities provide local, national, regional and global dimensions to the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0, and give students the knowledge and skills to engage with and better understand their world.
The aim of this video is to familiarise you with the Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia cross-curriculum priority, which is addressed through the curriculum areas of the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0.
The revision of the cross-curriculum priorities has drawn on the expertise of and feedback from Victorian teachers, as well as critical input from academic and educational experts.
Learning about the cross-curriculum priority of Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia offers relevant, contemporary and engaging contexts for student learning across the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0.
The Australian Human Rights Commission states, ‘Australia is a vibrant multicultural country. We are home to the world’s oldest continuous cultures, as well as Australians who identify with more than 270 ancestries. This rich, cultural diversity is one of our greatest strengths. It is central to our national identity.’
The Asia and Australia’s Engagement with Asia cross-curriculum priority provides students with the opportunity to engage with this great strength and build upon this foundation as they develop their own identities as Victorians, Australians and global citizens.
Learning about this cross-curriculum priority is embedded throughout the curriculum areas of the Victorian Curriculum F–10, and enables students to develop knowledge, skills, capabilities and attitudes to effectively navigate our regional neighbourhood and to emerge active and informed global citizens.
The Asia and Australia’s Engagement with Asia cross-curriculum priority is based on 3 sets of organising ideas: Knowing Asia and its diversity, Understanding Asia’s global significance, and Growing Asia–Australia engagement.
The organising ideas of Knowing Asia and its diversity emphasise the need to appreciate the backgrounds, traditions, stories, religions, beliefs and perspectives within and among the nations of the Asia region and the interconnections with Australia.
Through the Understanding Asia’s global significance organising ideas, students examine the ways in which different nations in Asia have affected change and contributed historically and in modern times to global developments with human endeavour expressed through the arts, and political, economic and scientific pursuits.
The organising ideas of Growing Asia–Australia engagement include the relationship building contribution of Australians with Asian heritage and explore how active connections between young people and Asia’s diverse communities can be deepened and contribute to global citizenship.
Through learning about Asia and Australia’s Engagement with Asia, students will understand that today the Asia region is the largest producer and consumer of goods and services in the world and exerts significant influence globally.
They will learn that Australia continues to seek opportunities to engage with Asian nations strategically, politically, culturally and economically, and that Australia's future will be determined by the choices we make and how we engage with our regional neighbours.
They will understand that current shifts in global innovation networks and economic, security and technology systems alongside global environmental and social challenges heighten the need for Asia–Australia engagement to continue. Victorian students will learn specifically about Australia’s commercial engagement with Asia within the Economics and Business curriculum as a cross-curriculum priority within Levels 5 to 10.
The Economics and Business curriculum aims to ensure that students develop an appreciation of the key economic and business issues affecting contemporary Australian society, including an understanding of both the nature and the extent of Australia’s interaction, as well as its interdependent relationships within the global economy, most notably, within the Asian region.
In Levels 5 and 6, students could investigate an economic business, work or financial issues and systems through the context of Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia. Through this investigation, students will be able to examine ways in which different Asian nations have both affected and contributed to an Australian economy and its development.
Students will also interpret and analyse data through this cross-curriculum priority, looking at different forms of economics and business data and information, identifying the source of data relevant to the global economy, as well as developing an understanding about the global significance of Asia through an economics and business lens. There is significant scope to leverage this cross-curriculum priority throughout the Economics and Business curriculum Version 2.0.
The Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0, The Arts learning area contains 6 distinct disciplines: Dance, Drama, Media Arts, Music, Visual Arts, and Visual Communication Design. The Arts curriculums can provide students with the opportunity to learn about the cross-curriculum priority of Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia. When exploring the arts and design works created and presented across contexts and cultures, teachers can choose to view and teach this through the lens of Asian culture.
For example, through the Drama curriculum in Foundation Lo level 6, students can learn about Asia’s global significance and how the peoples of Asia shape human endeavour through the arts. When exploring ideas for characters and situations through dramatic play at Foundation level, students could connect different types of characters to Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia through the use of shadow puppetry.
Additionally, students in a dance classroom could explore the characteristics of culturally specific dance from a country or region in Asia. This can help build an understanding about the diversity of Asian arts cultures.
When planning for the Music discipline in Levels 7 to 10, teachers can use Asia and Australia's engagement with Asia as the context through which music can be taught. In Levels 7 and 8, students can explore music from countries or regions of Asia. They can build their understanding of the diversity of music practices, genres, and/or styles through exploring the diversity of music culture from Asian nations and consider the inspiration that it has made on other cultures and artists of different cultural backgrounds. In the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0, there are dedicated, language-specific curriculums available for many Asian languages. These language curriculums include Chinese, Japanese, Indonesian, Korean, Vietnamese, Arabic and Hindi.
In the Languages classroom, students have the opportunity to learn about Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia through their language learning. Throughout the curriculum, there are many example activities at the elaboration level that provide teachers with guidance and inspiration to further link to the organising ideas in this cross-curriculum priority. For example, students may use a world map or globe to locate the countries or communities where the language is spoken. Additionally, students may explore how Australia and Asia are interdependent through a range of historical and contemporary connections, such as discussing how words have been borrowed between languages in our increasingly global world.
These connections, from the organising idea Understanding Asia’s global significance, may be evident in a range of languages. Lots of words and concepts in English come from Asian languages and cultures, and in the Languages classroom students learn about the origins of these. For example, judo, anime, satay, orangutan, or kimchi to name just a few.
Learning about borrowed words provides a great opportunity to make connections with students’ interests, and even consider how peoples of Asia shape human endeavour through the arts and political, sporting, economic, technological and scientific domains.
To understand the Asia region and its diversity, students require an insight into the societies, beliefs, histories, cultures, languages, and environments of Asian nations. They need to develop an appreciation of the significant historical contributions from Asian countries and build an understanding of the region’s contemporary opportunities and challenges.
Knowledge, understanding, respect and active engagement between Australia and Asia will build positive relationships when guided by critical thinking, respect and reflection.
For more information, I encourage you to explore the Victorian Curriculum F–10 website, which provides easy access to the curriculum and all its supporting resources.
Thank you for watching.
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